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Jesain Kore

Jesa is amemoria service for the deceased ancestors or a sacrificia rite to offer foods
to the divine spirits. Therefore, they display the peace of the state and the dignity of the
royal authority by way of the power of heaven and earth and seek harmonious kin
relationship and the prosperity of their descendants by cherishing the memory of the
ancestors.

State-sponsored Jesa was performed in Wongudan, Jongmyo or Sajikdan and the king
show the authority of sovereign power in this rite. Wongudan was used for service
dedicated to heavenly god while they held a service for gods in charge of earth and
grain in Sgjikdan. In Jongmyo, a shire for the ancestors of the royal family as well asfor
the state, memorial services were practiced in spring, summer, fall, winter, and other
seasonal holidays. Seokjon signifies Jesa for Confucius.

Since state-sponsored Jesa was very big, for the purpose of pleasing spirits the court
musicians were invited to play music and dance. Especially raw meat was provided for
the service. On the other hand, individual Jesa is as follows; Gijesa performed on the
anniversary of ancestors' death, Sasije practiced for the each four season, Myoje in front
of the graves, and Charye for the seasonal holidays. In the contemporary society, Gije
and Charye are the most widely performed Jesa for the individual households.
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